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ADDENDUM

' _Qmﬂ Romzn Catholic Church FOU-OWS.
a of Arsctions 1731

architect: Unkuown

Buijder: Father longanet and Generasl Alonso de Leon.

Present Condition: Originel mission wss started in 18903 it was
lat=sr absandened, and then moved {0 pressnt site.
Church gtlll stending; wall =pd othsr buildings
nearly gone.

) f Storiss: One
uctions Linmestons and plast=r.

Qihar Existiug Becords: ™Sasn Antounio de Bexar™ by Willilewm Qorner.

Thie migssion was f0¢pdnd by General Alonso de Leon and
Tather Mangzant, May 20, 1690. A few yesrs later it was abandoned.
Several attempts were made to reestaslish it, end finally the pre-
sent mission was estevlished in 1751 on the San Antonio River.
o It was built of limeastons and mortsr. Pradition has it
" %hat the morter was mixed with asses milk, which the priests con=-
‘sscrated to the service. "San Fraucisco de la Fsyada™ means “"St.
“Frauncis of -the Sword™, and accoriing %o traditicn the cld tower was
built in the form of tha hilt of & sword.
The Apachs trivesvere alwsys hostile, and fregusnt raids
were made by them on the missions, and, at one time, they slaugh-
- hered ssven hundred head of cattle belonging to San Jose slomne.

.. Epidemics also took their todl from the early missionzries and made

the gtruggle for axistence harder.

‘ Thougli the church of this mission was started it had not
besn completed by 1762, due to & lack of stone of zood gquality. In
‘the meantime & spaciopus room wus . used for mMass. The convant was
composed of four cells, in the second sjory, with three on the ground .
floor, with thrme corridors, & wo&ksnoa, and a spaczous ﬁranarv all
5of stone.
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“he pueblo had thres rows of stone housss properly furnished,
fhe rarch was improved with one stoue houss where sttending familias '
livad,

In 1773 only foryy families totalling cne hundred thirty three. o
sculs lived at she misslon; by 1799 there were only thrity four psople
laft, .

On kovewmbepr 10, 1794, &ll iths missions were ordered deculszrized
and the lands und movibles wers distributed smong the Indizns. The .
Zacatacun friars continued their mivistry though until well into the
1uth century. In 1304 there were one hundrsd &ad seven paople gt the
Tapada Mission. S S
The yrocess of sscularization went on very slowly in Texss, and =
in spite of the Sponish Jortes dscrse of 1513, it was not until 1823 i
that the last mission at San Antonioc becume extinct, and then diocesan:
prizsts tock the place of the ¥ranclscan friars. ' =
This information was securzd from "Indisns & Missions™ by Fred- -

arick Chabot.
Author: :{27

Chafl
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Mission San Francisco de la Espada HABS No. TX-320
Berg's Mill Community
San Antonio
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Mission San Francisco de la Espada
San Antonio, Texas
(as originally recorded)
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Historic American Buildings Survey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240



